
   
Delaware County 4-H PetPALS 

 

People and Animals Linking Successfully! 
 
“Hi!  My name is Jessica, and I have my dog Scarlet with 
me today. Would you like a visit from Scarlet? She would 
love to say hi and let you pet her!” 
 
Join us for an informational meeting to find out how you can become a part 

of Delaware County 4-H PetPALS. 

Monday October 30, 2017, 7:00-7:45 p.m. at the Extension Office 

 
 What is PetPALS? 
 
4-H PetPALS is a program of Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development, supported by the 
Iams Company. 4-H PetPALS is a leader-directed, experientially based, intergenerational program linking 
young people and their pets with senior adults. The program utilizes the natural bond between youth and 
animals to promote positive youth development. Youth, like Jessica, gain a greater appreciation for their 
pets, and experience compassion and caring for senior citizens through the 4-H PetPALS program. 

4-H volunteers teach youth the skills needed to interact with residents in healthcare facilities, like assisted 
living and nursing home facilities, enhancing intergenerational relationships. Youth learn about the 
physical challenges associated with aging, as well as medical conditions they may encounter while 
visiting. They learn to communicate with residents, and gain an understanding of their rich histories, while 
becoming more compassionate and caring. 

Young people learn to train and prepare their pets, (does not have to be a dog), so they can participate in 
animal-assisted activities as a team. Youth learn about animal behavior, animal handling techniques and 
proper pet care. They gain a greater appreciation for their pet and form a stronger human-animal bond. 

 

If you are unable to attend but still interested contact Shelly Harris at 
m63harris@yahoo.com 
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