April Newsletter Statewide Updates
Camps:
Ohio 4-H Space Adventure Camp—June 9-11, 2026

Calling all curious minds ready for liftoff! 4-H Space Adventure Camp is open to youth
currently in grades 5-7 and offers an out-of-this-world experience in flight and science.
Campers will design and test flying machines, run computer flight simulations, and
explore the exciting principles of aerodynamics—all while having a blast. Space is
limited to just 44 campers, so don’t wait to register! Learn more and sign up at

https://spaceadventurecamp.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/. Get ready for takeoft!

Little Foodie Science Camp—June 15-19, 2026

Roll out the aprons and fire up the ovens for a fun-filled foodie-themed exploration
inside our test kitchen and shiny manufacturing facility. Our young food scientist’s
cohort will explore specific food groups and the science involved in the production and
processing of food recipes and products. Campers ages 9 -13 will work with various
ingredients, product formulations and processes used by the food industry, while
having the opportunity to evaluate, make —and of course—devour their creations.

Little Foodie Science Camp will:

e Explore the wonders of food science through sensory, nutrition, recipe
development and testing and hands-on cooking and baking.

e Provide a safe space for all campers.

e Foster new friendships through interactive team building and STEM education
through the lens of food.

Camp will be hosted on The Ohio State University Campus in the Parker Food Science
Building located at 2015 Fyffe Rd, Columbus, OH 43210 June 15-19, 2026.

Learn more about the Little Foodie Science Camp today!

2026 Junior Shooting Sports Education Camp—June 12-15, 2026

Are you a youth completing grades 3-6 and interested in Shooting Sports? No
experience is needed to join us at the 2026 Junior Shooting Sports Education Camp held
at Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp in Jackson, Ohio June 12-14. Basic shooting & archery


https://spaceadventurecamp.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/
https://web.cvent.com/event/092e3fc1-8828-46b1-96a8-bf324fc65b37/summary

disciplines only which include: Archery, Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Living History and
Hunting & Wildlife. Registration is $275 per camper and due May 5! More information
can be found on our website. Register today with this link:
https://osu.azl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9TXWupbLIXiRTIW

2026 Senior Shooting Sports Education Camp—July 12-17, 2026

Are you a youth completing grades 7-12 and interested in Shooting Sports? The 2026
Senior Shooting Sports Education Camp will be held at Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp in
Jackson, Ohio July 12-17. No experience is needed to join us for the basic disciplines
Archery, Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Living History and Hunting & Wildlife. Experience is
needed for the advanced disciplines offered, which are Action Archery, Advanced
Pistol, Rifle Sports, Marksmanship, Shotgun Sports, Intro. to Steel, Steel & Pistol/Rifle.
Registration is $400 per camper and due May 5! More information can be found on our
website. Register today with this link:
https://osu.azl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bQHLgORL{3YUdiC
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Events:

April 29, We Grow Scientists (Columbus)—3-7 p.m.

The Ohio State University’s College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences
(CFAES) will host the third annual “We Grow Scientists” event at Waterman Agricultural
and Natural Resources Laboratory. This afternoon of hands-on learning and activities
will showcase the many STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and
mathematics) fields CFAES has to offer and will include a look at the Waterman
facilities such as the Controlled Environment Agriculture Research Complex (CEARC).
For more information, visit the We Grow Scientists event page.

Ohio 4-H PetPals Volunteer Leader Training—May 16, 2026

Join the Master 4-H PetPALS Volunteer Leader Training on Saturday, May 16, 2026, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center. This hands-on
training prepares adults and youth to become certified PetPALS volunteers, helping
young people build meaningful connections with others through animal-assisted
activities. The cost is $45 for adults and $35 for youth, and registration is open through
April 30 at go.osu.edu/PetPALSTrain2026.

Ohio 4-H PetPALS is a statewide program that teaches youth how to safely and
effectively share their pets with residents in long-term care facilities, hospitals, and
other community settings. To learn more about the program and how PetPALS teams
make a difference, visit the Ohio 4-H PetPALS webpage: https://ohio4h.org/statewide-
programs/animal-sciences/ohio-4-h-petpals/preparing-youth/bringing-pets.


https://hcs.osu.edu/cosi-2026
https://go.osu.edu/PetPALSTrain2026
https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/ohio-4-h-petpals/preparing-youth/bringing-pets
https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/ohio-4-h-petpals/preparing-youth/bringing-pets

Others:
Give to Ohio 4-H for OSU Day of Giving—April 14, 2026

On April 14, the Buckeye community will come together for Day of Giving—a 24-hour
effort to support the people and programs shaping Ohio State’s future.

To support Ohio 4-H through this year’s Day of Giving, you can donate to the Ohio 4-H
Program Fund. This fund strengthens statewide programming by expanding access to

leadership development, project resources, camp experiences, and hands-on learning
opportunities for youth members. Every gift helps 4-H reach more youth, build their
confidence, and prepare them to become leaders in their communities.

The website is now live, so you're welcome to make your gift at any time. To learn more
and make your donation by April 14, visit Ohio State Day of Giving 2026 | Ohio 4-H
Youth Development.

Calling Teens with 4-H Experience! Apply to be a 4-H Event Youth Assistant

(4HEYA) and work 4-H events at the Ohio State Fair! Open to 4-Hers ages 13-18. Gain
leadership skills, earn perks, and be part of the State 4-H program. Apply by May 15 at
go.osu.edu/4HEYA

What: 4-H Event Youth Assistant (4HEYA)
Who: Individuals age 13-18 (as of January 1 of the year of application) and have

at least 1 year prior 4-H experience.

Timeframe: Apply by May 15, selection, training, service to OSF, and evaluation.
Complete responsibilities by August 31, 2026.
o Applications available at: https://go.osu.edu/4HEYAapp

o Two references should be submitted at: https://go.osu.edu/4HEYAref

Requirements (in addition to application/selection process):

o Training - Must attend one of the options for training (July 9 or July 15)
= Please note: individuals MUST attend one of the training options. This is

not negotiable. If you know you are unable to attend a training option
before applying, it is best to wait another year before applying to serve in
this capacity.

o Events - Must work a minimum of 3 events at the Ohio State Fair; may

work more if desired
o Program Fee: $25/person (paid at go.osu.edu/4HEYA25)
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« Teens Receive:
o 4HEYA Polo & Nametag
o State Fair admission, parking ticket, and meal ticket(s)
o Optional State Fair housing in the Rhodes Center (if desired)
o Experience of working events at the Ohio State Fair
o Opportunity to enhance leadership skills and be involved in the State 4-H
program
o What about the Teen Leadership Council? YES, these members may apply for
4HEYA AND TLC this year, if desired. TLC applications will be available in June
and will be due on the Friday following the Ohio State fair. Their term is
September 1, 2026-August 31, 2027. Current TLC members are not eligible to
apply for 4HEYA, as they are already fulfilling obligations at the Ohio State Fair.
e Questions? Contact Frances (foos.61@osu.edu)

Meet the Authors of BE A SUSTAINABILITY HERO!

Would a beginning 4-H member you know like to reduce their global footprint and
encourage others to become aware and active Sustainability Heroes? If so, plan to join
us for a special Meet the Authors Webinar—just in time for Earth Day. Authors Jill
Bartolotta, Alisha Barton, Audrey Dimmerling, and Dan Remley will showcase the
Ohio 4-H project, Be a Sustainability Hero!

Free Ohio State resources for youth will also be shared with participants.
Register at go.osu.edu/4HBASH and mark your calendar for noon on April 20, 2026!

Ohio 4-H Conference Steering Committee

The Ohio 4-H Conference made a big impact this year—bringing together more than
1,000 4-H members, volunteers, and supporters from across the state! Participants
chose from over 100 educational sessions and joined us in celebrating 24 outstanding
award winners.

Interested in helping shape the future of the conference? Consider serving on the Ohio
4-H Conference Steering Committee—contact Amy Barr today at barr.91@osu.edu

% Save the date! The next Ohio 4-H Conference will take place on March 13, 2027, at
the Ohio Union on The Ohio State University campus. We look forward to seeing you
there!
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