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Hello 4-H Volunteers: 
 
In this unprecedented time, I want to thank you for your patience as Ohio 4-H works out details in an 
ever-changing situation, your willingness to try new technologies, and your dedication to the youth in 
our program. One of the things I think is most important is to reach out to our youth at this time. They 
need to know we are still here for them and that 4-H will still exist. We are lucky. With a September fair 
and  mid-July camp, we have more likelihood of having these events in a format to which we are 
accustomed.  
 
I know there are a lot of questions for the spring on things like getting project books, enrollment of 
members, quality assurance, and other details. Some details are still being worked through at the state 
level, and some decisions that we have could change. I know this makes it hard to know what to tell 
families. It is not a time to become discouraged, but to think creatively and use our resources that we 
have to made the best of it—a trait that I think many of us in 4-H have. 
 
There are important updates and announcements in conducting our 4-H programs: 

• All 4-H activities, club meetings, events, and programs must be held virtually between now 
and May 15. Events that cannot be held virtually must be postponed or cancelled. 

• We may need to extend the ban on in-person gatherings beyond May 15. The situation is 
dynamic and changes daily. We will continue to monitor conditions and will reevaluate as 
needed.  

• 4-H club advisors are encouraged to explore the tip sheets and other information provided at 
go.osu.edu/4Hadvisorinfo. Two of the resources are one-pagers to share with club advisors and 
volunteers: “Communicating Online with your Club”, and “Tips & Tricks for Meetings When You 
Can’t Meet (in person).” We also have a couple of 4-H Online help sheets. 

• We know that 4-H camps, club meetings, and junior fair participation are highlights of the 4-H 
experience. During this time of unprecedented health concerns, we must work together to do 
our part in stemming the spread of the novel coronavirus.  

• We work closely with our senior fair board partners to offer junior fair exhibition opportunities 
to 4-H members. We understand concerns that some fairs may not be able to take place this 
year due to the global pandemic health emergency. Any decision to cancel a local fair, festival, 
parade or other large group gatherings will be made by those authorized to protect the health 
and wellbeing of all Ohioans. 

• 4-H members and their families should consider a number of factors as they make their 
decisions to purchase 4-H market livestock projects. As with any agricultural enterprise, possible 
risks and rewards must be taken into account. For example, we encourage families to consider 
their overall available budget, space to care for livestock, availability of alternative markets, 
availability of local processing and family freezer space.  

• OSU Extension and 4-H Youth Development are working together to support our 4-H members, 
families, volunteers and local partners, including senior fair boards, classroom teachers, and 
magistrates, as we navigate this health emergency.  

http://go.osu.edu/4hadvisorinfo


 

• Ohio State University Extension 4-H Youth Development is committed to doing our part to help 
defeat the mass spread of the novel coronavirus. 

 
At the county level, here are some of the things we know so far. As we work out options for some of 
these things we will let you know. 
Enrollment Deadline for Fair Eligibility: We are keeping the enrollment deadline for existing members 
as April 15th. We want to keep our animal ID letters on time so that families don’t miss crucial deadlines 
and information for fair participation. New families will have until May 1 to enroll and still be fair 
eligible. The enrollment instructions are at https://delaware.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development/4honline-enrollment-help. If you club wants to set up an online meeting with Laryssa to 
assist with enrollment, please email her at hook.26@osu.edu. If you have new families that need 
assistance in enrolling, please have them call our office at 740-833-2030 and leave a message with their 
email. There are also instructional videos you can share with families at go.osu.edu/4Hadvisorinfo. 
 
For families that do not have computer access, we will mail hard copy enrollment forms to families. I 
sent an email to organizational advisors on March 18 with instructions on how to request the form. If 
you need that email sent again, please request it by emailing Laryssa at hook.26@osu.edu. 
 
Currently, about 1/3 of our members are already enrolled, so we are still on schedule and actually have 
more enrolled at this time than we typically do. For organizational advisors that want help with 
approving members in 4HOnline, please email Laryssa at hook.26@osu.edu. If there is enough interest I 
will set up another meeting next week to review the process. 
  
Project Books: The office is closed and we are unable to fulfill project book orders. The state office is 
looking at options and plans to have information to us by the end of next week. We will notify you when 
we have more information. 
 
Delaware County Quality Assurance:  Delaware County is still planning to host in-person Quality 
Assurance sessions on May 21 and June 6 at the Delaware County Fairgrounds (as long as we are 
permitted to gather). Keep looking for reschedule dates or cancelations for Big Walnut and Buckeye 
Valley host locations. If they are not able reschedule, we will be adding one additional in person Quality 
Assurance in July. Members that attended and turned in their attendance form at the Carcass Show 
after the fair last year have completed their QA requirement for this year’s fair.  
 
Online certification will be available to everyone through the YQCA national curriculum, but there is a 
cost of $12 per person. While you are welcome to choose that option this year, please know that it is 
not necessary at this time. Please do not think that you have to pay for training, especially in cases 
where that would create a financial hardship. Information on how to complete QA online is at 
https://delaware.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/quality-assurance. If you choose this 
method, you MUST email Jacci smith.11005@osu.edu your certification number in order for this to 
meet your 2020 QA requirement.  
 
In closing, I’m thrilled to see some of you setting up online club meetings and recruiting for new 
members through social media. Be creative! Some ideas on what to do at meetings: 

• Older members do a demonstration (if they can do tic-toc, they can do a demonstration) 
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• Do a community service project together, alone.  Send cards to local nursing home homes, 
service provides such as nurses and doctors, or elderly in your neighborhood.  

• Do a project together online! Now is a great time to use some of the online resources such as 
the Meat Science Boot Camp that Jacci shared at Kick-Off and is posted at our website at 
https://delaware.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/club-volunteer-resources . 
Set up a web meeting and share your screen to talk them through the activities.  

 
Together we will get through this! Please reach out to your members and set up April and May web 
meetings. The state office will soon be sending an email to all 4-H members. I’d like our members to 
hear from you first. Please plan to email them in the next two days. 
 
Through 4-H, 
 
Laryssa Hook 
Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development 
hook.26@osu.edu; 740-833-2037 
  
Jacci Smith 
Extension Educator, ANR/4-H  
smith.11005@osu.edu; 740-833-2039 
  
Cynthia Johnson 
Office Associate 
johnson.8653@osu.edu; 740-833-2030 
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