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Dear 4-H Families, Volunteers, and Supporters, 
  
It’s hard to believe that just three weeks ago we were preparing to welcome 1200 volunteers and teens to 
the annual Ohio 4-H Youth Conference in Columbus. We know much has changed since that time for all 
of us, but what hasn’t changed is the commitment of Ohio’s 4-H professionals to the youth in their 
counties. 
  
I want to update you with information about how the 4-H program is moving forward during this global 
pandemic. One week ago, county OSU Extension offices temporarily closed to help reduce opportunities 
for the virus to continue to spread. 4-H professionals and their OSU Extension colleagues worked quickly 
to transition their materials and resources to be able to continue working from their homes. In just a few 
short days, they connected with you via email, began offering virtual meetings and regularly updated web 
sites and social media with current information and resources. I could not be prouder of their willingness 
to handle this challenge and seek ways in which to keep 4-H programming alive and well. 
  
For many of our families, virtual (or online) meetings seem to be working well, however I recognize it 
doesn’t work for everyone due to accessibility issues in parts of the state. We are continuing to explore 
options and will share solutions in the next few weeks. In the meantime, there are tip sheets for club 
leaders with options and ideas for holding virtual club meetings at go.osu.edu/4hadvisorinfo. Keep 
checking this site, because we will continue to add information to help you. 
  
We know the spread of coronavirus also presents great uncertainty about upcoming 4-H events—Will 
camps happen this summer? Will we be able to exhibit our projects at fairs? What about project judging? 
And the answer is that right now, we just don’t know. At this point, all 4-H activities, club meetings, events 
and programs must be held virtually or cancelled until May 15. The situation is dynamic and changes 
daily, so we will continue to monitor conditions and reevaluate as needed. This ban may need to extend 
beyond May 15. During this time of unprecedented health concerns, we will work together to keep you 
updated and informed.  
  
We understand concerns that some fairs may not be able to take place this year due to the global 
pandemic health emergency. Any decision to cancel a local fair, festival, parade or other large group 
gatherings will be made by those authorized to protect the health and wellbeing of all Ohioans. 4-H 
members and their families should consider a number of factors as they make their decisions to purchase 
4-H market livestock projects. Risks and rewards must be taken into account. For example, we 
encourage families to consider their overall available budget, space to care for livestock, availability of 
alternative markets, availability of local processing, family freezer space, and needs of local food 
pantries.  
  
OSU Extension and 4-H will continue working together to support our 4-H members, families, volunteers 
and local partners, including senior fair boards, classroom teachers, and magistrates, as we navigate this 
health emergency. As Governor DeWine shared earlier this week, we are “in this together Ohio.” Thank 
you for your continued patience and perseverance. 
  
Yours in service to 4-H, 
 
Kirk Bloir 
Assistant Director, OSU Extension 4-H Youth Development 

http://go.osu.edu/4hadvisorinfo


 

4-H Families and Volunteers,  
 
We at the Delaware County office are working to keep you informed and keep the 4-H program moving 
forward for 2020, although functioning very differently at this time. I want to thank all our volunteers who 
are juggling many new responsibilities and trying to keep in touch with club members. Below are some of 
the programming dates that are coming up prior to the time that we can again conduct in-person 
programming. 
 
4-H Enrollment – Due April 15th 
It is important to enroll in 4HOnline, even though your club is not meeting in-person at this time. The 
enrollment instructions are at https://delaware.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4honline-
enrollment-help. There are also instructional videos you can share with families at 
go.osu.edu/4Hadvisorinfo. New families must enroll by May 1 to be fair eligible.  
 
Quality Assurance 
Delaware County is still planning to host in-person Quality Assurance sessions on May 21 and June 6 at 
the Delaware County Fairgrounds (as long as we are permitted to gather). Keep looking for reschedule 
dates or cancelations for Big Walnut and Buckeye Valley host locations. If they are not able reschedule, 
we will be adding one additional in person Quality Assurance in July. Members that attended and turned 
in their attendance form at the Carcass Show after the fair last year have completed their QA requirement 
for this year’s fair.  
 
Online certification will be available to everyone through the YQCA national curriculum, but there is a cost 
of $12 per person (It is on sale during the moth on April- you can find the coupon form under the online 
QA section on this website: https://delaware.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/quality-
assurance). While you are welcome to choose that option this year, please know that it is not necessary 
at this time. Please do not think that you have to pay for training, especially in cases where that would 
create a financial hardship. Information on how to complete QA online is at 
https://delaware.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/quality-assurance. If you choose this 
method, you MUST email Jacci smith.11005@osu.edu your certification number in order for this to meet 
your 2020 QA requirement. 
 
4-H Calendar 
The Delaware County 4-H dates affected between now and May 15th are updated on our website at 
https://delaware.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-calendar. Please check this site for 
updates. Most committee meetings and training meetings will be held in a web format. Links will be 
emailed directly to those groups. We will not post web links online due to security concerns. Major 
changes to the schedule for the next several weeks are listed below.  
 
April 
4           State Horse Bowl Contest - Will happen virtually on April 25 - see http://horse.osu.edu  
16         Quality Assurance – 6:30-8 PM, Buckeye Valley High School Cafeteria POSTPONED 
18         State Youth Poultry Clinic – Wooster www.poultry.osu.edu – CANCELLED 
26         Rabbit Clinic – 3 PM, Delaware County Fairgrounds – CANCELLED 
27         Horse Safety & Ethics Program – 6:30 – 7:30 PM – POSTPONED 
 
May 
4           Market Turkey Orders Due to Extension Office (details for placing orders TBD soon) 
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Project Books 
We know it is difficult to get started on projects without books at this time. While the office is closed, we 
are not able to get books out to members. The State 4-H Office is working on some options and we plan 
to have an update to you by the end of next week. 
 
I know there has been a lot of information to process from schools, other youth organizations, and 4-H. 
To help keep track of the various communications we’ve sent to 4-H volunteers and families we have 
posted them on our website at https://delaware.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development/newsletters 
 
Thank you for your patience as we work out details to keep the 2020 4-H season moving forward. The 
most important thing right now is that you and your family stay well and healthy. If you have any 
questions, please use our email or phone numbers listed below. 
 
 
Through 4-H, 
 
Laryssa Hook 
Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development 
hook.26@osu.edu; 740-833-2037 
  
Jacci Smith 
Extension Educator, ANR/4-H  
smith.11005@osu.edu; 740-833-2039 
  
Cynthia Johnson 
Office Associate 
johnson.8653@osu.edu; 740-833-2030 
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