
Youth Livestock Quality Assurance 2025 

What is Livestock Quality Assurance? 

 It’s a Requirement, per Ohio Law. You are legally responsible to follow the laws. 

 It’s a Responsibility; to produce safe food for everyone. 

 It’s a Pledge, to provide ethical care for your animal’s well-being. 

Put all your animal practices to the spotlight test! 

 At Home, In the Show Ring, With Fair Goers 

Example of Ohio Department of Agriculture Rule: Exhibition Drug Residue Legal: (ODA 901-19-12: All 
Livestock Shall be Exhibition Drug Residue Legal prior to the start of the Show in which they are entered. 
 

The 10 Good Production Practices  

The foundational things we do as producers to assure the quality of the food we produce. 

GPP #1:  Use an appropriate veterinarian/client/patient relationship. 
GPP #2:  Establish an implement an efficient and effective health management plan. 
GPP #3:  Use antibiotics responsibly.   
GPP #4:  Properly store and administer animal health products.  
GPP #5: Follow feed processing protocols. 
GPP #6:  Establish effective animal identification, medication record and withdrawal times.  
GPP #7:  Practice good environmental stewardship. 
GPP #8:  Maintain workplace safety. 
GPP #9:  Provide proper animal handling and care. 
GPP #10:  Utilize tools for continuous improvement. 
 

Good Production Practice #7 

Practices to Protect:  Water, Land,  Air, and be a good Neighbor. 

How does our water make an impact? 

1. Comes to us Clean and we need to dispose properly 

2. We dispose of water through dirty water buckets and washing animals 

3. This goes to the Ground water, water treatment system or into water sources 

4. A dirty water bucket may have Manure or Bedding 

5. Wash water could have Soap 

6. To help, you should wash near grass strips 

  



Managing Manure; Get the Scoop on Poop 

 ®Amount Produced  ®Environmental Impact 
 ®Storage & Disposal  ®Neighbor Relations 
 ®Animal Health 
 

1. Store and Spread 

2. Compost and Use 

3. Take to a composting facility 

4. Some trash services 

Station Rotations: Find your Color Group 

Good Production Practice #8 Maintain Proper Barn Safety 

Safety working with animals- Common safety concerns 
Bites/Scratches 
Stepped-on/Kicked 
Pulled 
Run over-Knocked Down 
 

What can you do to keep yourself safe in the barn? 

1. Clutter; clean up the mess, put things away 

2. Proper attire- clothes and Shoes 

3. Food and drink 

4. Sharps Container 

5. Equipment 

Animal Safety: How can you keep your animals safe? 

1. Facilities 

a. Fencing/ Gates that are broken 

b. Pen Size: animals grow fast 

2. Disease- Biosecurity 

a. Change boots/clothes 

b. Wash your Hands 

c. Limit Potential for disease spread: Ex: Visit other Farms/shows 

d. Sanitize any new or traveling equipment 

 



3. Mixing/Recombining 

a. Bringing animals together that have not been together recently 

b. Limit space until they settle in 

GPP #9: Provide Proper Animal Handling and Care 

Observation includes paying attention to… 

1. Fitness 

2. Behavior 

3. Feces 

4. Health 

5. Eating and Drinking 

Measurements: 3 Ways to Observe Changes 

1. Body Condition Score (BCS) 

2. Weight 

3. Temperature 

Basic Needs 

1. Food 

2. Water 

3. Shelter 

4. Proper Handling 

5. Enough Space 

What does stress look like? We observe things like:  

1. Lack of Appetite 

2. Abnormal Posture 

3. Slower than normal growth 

4. Rapid breathing 

5. Restlessness 

6. Lameness 

7. Dull/depressed attitude 

8. Unusual Vocalizations 

9. Self-Isolation 

10. Blotched skin 



 

What are the different types of stress? 

1. Thermal- temperature, humidity, wind, solar radiation 

2. Physical- caused by physical components of environment 

                (Lack or food/water, lack of shelter, things that could cause injury) 

3. Disease- results in illness symptoms 

4. Behavioral – Things affecting normal behavior 

  (Being in a new space, with new animals, lots of visitors) 

 

Summary: Our responsibility as food animal producers 

• Keep our environment clean through our water and manure disposal 

• Keep ourselves and our animals safe while we work with and raise them 

• Properly care for our animals by providing a food, water. Shelter, proper care and 

handling, and space, and reducing stresses as much as possible. 

 

 


